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In Germany, the absence of Conrad on crusade had notEvents in
affected the situation.   Before his departure he had provided   ermany
for the succession by causing his ten-year-old son Henry to
be elected and crowned king.   The government of the king-
dom was left in the capable hands of the archbishop of
Mayence and abbot Wibald of Stablo.   Moreover, the chief
princes of Germany had all either taken the cross with
Conrad, or had been engaged in a separate crusade against
the heathen Slavs in the north.   Both Henry the Lion and
Albert the Bear had participated in this, and so had one of
the principal Welf supporters in South Germany, duke Conrad
of Zahringen, who had been created imperial rector of Bur-
gundy by Lothar.   Even the disastrous failure of the Second
Crusade does not appear to have made any difference.   In
fact, when Conrad returned to Germany in 1149, he at first
seemed to have increased in importance, for his support was
eagerly sought from various quarters.    On his way back he Plans for a
had met Manuel at Constantinople, and a definite alliance lea?ae
against Roger II had been concluded.   Besides this, the Pope Roger n
was petitioning for his aid, in the first instance against the
Roman Senate;  while the Senate for its part sent frequent
deputations urging him to assume authority over the city
and to take the commune under his protection.   It was a
curious tangle.    Conrad wanted imperial coronation, but was
suspicious of the Pope's relations with Roger and was possibly
not averse to the suggestion that he was the true master of
Rome.   The Pope looked to Conrad for help, and was very
ready to join him against Roger, but disliked the intrusion
of the Eastern Emperor in South Italy.    It seemed that all
the strings were in Conrad's hands if he could use his oppor-
tunity with discretion.   He had therefore everything to gain
by an expedition to Italy, for which he began eagerly to
prepare.

But the diplomatic skill of Roger upset the scheme that The
threatened his destruction.   His first idea had been to get
together a Western coalition against the Eastern Emperor, Roger
who was declared to be responsible for the failure of the
Second Crusade.   He met Louis VII, who passed through
Italy on his way home in 1149, and found him only too ready
to acquiesce in any undertaking against the Eastern Emperor.
But meanwhile Conrad and Manuel had come to terms, and